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was considered  to lie   in showing  "favour  to the  virtuous at  all
times and to oppress the wicked." 1

Of all these duties great importance   was  attached to justice.
Yajnavalkya maintains that,'" having duly punished (men of his own)
family, caste*   division and class,   and  the subjects,  the king  should
place them on the right  path/'2   According to Gautama "in cases
of litigation a king shall  ascertain what is true  and what is false
from the witnesses......    Truth spoken before the president of a royal

tribunal (Pradviveka) forms the highest virtue."8 ISTarada imposed
certain conditions for appointing men to this tribunal. e< Let the king
appoint/' he observes, " as members of a court of justice, honour-
able men of tried integrity, who are able to bear, like good bulls,
the burden of the administration of justice. The members of a
royal court of justice must be acquainted with the sacred law and
with rules of prudence, noble, veracious and impartial towards friend
and foe."4 But Brhaspati, however, is more precise, and according to
him it should consist of ten members. According to him "The king,-,
his chosen representative (the chief judge)/' " the judges, the law
(Smrti), the accountant and scribe, gold, fire, water, and the king's
own officer are ten members of legal procedure/'5

The legists have set forth an elaborate account of exemplary
judicial procedure. Bxhaspati holds that this arrangement consisted
of four parts of which the plaint was the first, the answer the
second, the trial the third, and the judgement the fourth part.6 In
such a procedure "when litigants are quarrelling," he tells us, "in
a court of justice, the judges, after examining the answer, shall
adjudge the burden of proof to either of the two parties. The
judges having heard both the plaint and the answer, and determined
to which party the burden of proof shall be adjudged, that person
shall substantiate the whole of his declaration by documents or
other proofs. The plaintiff shall prove his declaration, and the
defendant his special plea; victory in a previous trial shall be proved
by a document recording that victory.1'7 In addition Narada gives
us the full details about the defects and merits of a plaint to which,
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